
 

 

 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SUMMARY 
 
 Thursday, April 26, 2001 
 
 SENATE 
 
Measures Introduced: 
 

S. 782. A bill to amend title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to require, as a precondition 
to commencing a civil action with respect to a place of public accommodation or a commercial facility, 
that an opportunity be provided to correct alleged violations, and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health , Education, Labor, and Pensions.             

Inouye     Pages S 3994, S 3998 
 

S. 783. A bill to enhance the rights of victims in the criminal justice system, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.  
A... Assuring that victims are provided their statutorily guaranteed rights is a critical concern for all those 
involved in the administration of justice. Our bill would establish an administrative authority in the 
Department of Justice to receive and investigate victims' claims of unlawful or inappropriate action on the 
part of criminal justice and victims' service providers. Department of Justice employees who fail to comply 
with the law pertaining to the treatment of crime victims could face disciplinary sanctions, including 
suspension or termination of employment...@ 

Leahy     Pages S 3994, S 3998-4003 
 

S. 790. A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit human cloning; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.             

Brownback    Page S 3994 
 

S. 791. A bill to amend the Federal rules of Criminal Procedure; to the Committee on the Judiciary.  
A... This bill will expand the use of video teleconferencing in criminal court matters, and promote a safer 
and more efficient federal court system.  The federal courtroom, just like all society, is benefitting from 
constant advances in technology today. Video teleconferencing is one example of this movement. It allows 
proceedings to operate more efficiently and at lower costs, while maintaining many of the benefits of 
communicating in person. [ ] This legislation would amend the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure to 
allow the judge to hold pretrial proceedings, including the defendant's arraignment and initial appearance, 
through video teleconferencing. It would also allow for the sentencing to occur in this manner in special, 
limited circumstances...@ 

Thurmond    Pages S 3994, S 4007-8    
 
Measures Passed:  
 

Farmer Bankruptcy Extension: Senate passed H.R. 256, to extend for 11 additional months the period 
for which chapter 12 of title 11 of the United States Code is reenacted, clearing the measure for the 
President.    

Pages S 4015, D 355    
Legal Counsel: Senate agreed to S. Res. 77, to authorize the production of records by the Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee on Governmental Affairs.    

Pages S 4012, D 355  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Thursday, April 26, 2001, 1st Session 2 

Committee Meetings: 
 

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, and the Judiciary 
concluded hearings on proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2002 for the Department of Justice. 

 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
concluded hearings to examine the costs, benefits and feasibility of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administrations ergonomics standards. 

 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Treasury and General Government concluded hearings 
on proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2002 for the Department of the Treasury. 

Page D 356 
 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Subcommittee on Communications concluded 
hearings to examine the problem of unsolicited commercial e-mail (spam), the consumer protection issues 
raised by its widespread use, the Federal Trade Commission's program to combat deceptive and fraudulent 
spam, and proposed legislation that would deter it. 

Page D 357 
 
Congressional Program Ahead.  Week Of April 30 Through May 5, 2001: 
 

Committee on the Judiciary: 5/1/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine the legal issues 
surrounding faith based solutions.  SD-106.    

 
Committee on the Judiciary: 5/2/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  Full Committee, to hold hearings on the Department of 
Justice nominations.  SD-226.    

 
Committee on the Judiciary, 5/2/01 @ 2:00 p.m.  Subcommittee on Antitrust, Business Rights, and 
Competition, to hold hearings on the implementation of the Telecommunications Act and its impact on 
competition in the industry.   SD-226.   

Page D 362 
 

Committee on the Judiciary, 5/3/01 @ 2:00 p.m.  Subcommittee on Immigration, to hold hearings to 
examine certain aspects of United States immigration policy, focusing on asylum issues.  SD-226.  

Page D 363 
 
Remarks: 
 

Crime Victims==== Assistance Act Of 2001.  (S. 783) 
A... Our bill provides enhanced protections to victims of both violent and non-violent federal crimes. It 
assures victims a greater voice in the prosecution of the criminals who injured them and their families. It 
gives victims the right to be notified and consulted on detention and plea agreements; the right to be heard 
at sentencing; the right to be notified of the escape or release of a criminal from prison or a grant of 
executive clemency; and the right to a speedy trial and prompt disposition, free from unreasonable delay.  
The rights established by this bill will fill existing gaps in federal criminal law and will be a major step 
toward guaranteeing that victims of crime receive fair treatment...@  

Kennedy    Page S 3980 
 

Local Law Enforcement Act Of 2001. 
Smith     Pages S 3980-1 

 
 HOUSE 



 

 
Thursday, April 26, 2001, 1st Session 3 

 
Bills Introduced: 
 

H.R. 1595. A bill to protect innocent children; to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the 
Committee on Armed Services, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  

Sensenbrenner    Page H 1657 
 

H.R. 1602. A bill to amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide that an employee's Aregular 
rate@ for purposes of calculating overtime compensation will not be affected by certain additional payments; 
to the Committee on Education and the Workforce.  

Ballenger    Page H 1658 
 

H.R. 1608. A bill to amend title 18 of the United States Code to prohibit human cloning; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.  

Ehlers     Page H 1658 
 

H.R. 1626. A bill to amend title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide 
standards and procedures to guide both State and local law enforcement agencies and law enforcement 
officers during internal investigations, interrogation of law enforcement officers, and administrative 
disciplinary hearings, to ensure accountability of law enforcement officers, to guarantee the due process 
rights of law enforcement officers, and to require States to enact law enforcement discipline, and 
accountability, and due process laws; to the Committee on the Judiciary.  

Ramstad    Page H 1659 
 

H.R. 1639. A bill to establish limits on medical malpractice claims, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the 
jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  

Toomey     Page H 1659 
 

H.R. 1644. A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit human cloning; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction 
of the committee concerned.  

Weldon     Page H 1659 
 
James Madison Commemoration Advisory Committee: 
 

The Chair announced the Speaker's appointment of Dr. Charles R. Kesler of Claremont, California and Mr. 
Randy Wright of Richmond, Virginia to the James Madison Commemoration Advisory Committee.    

Pages H 1610, D 359  
 
H.R. 503.  Unborn Victims of Violence Act: 
 

The House passed H.R. 503, to amend title 18, United States Code, and the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice to protect unborn children from assault and murder, by a yea and nay vote of 252 yeas to 172 nays 
with 1 voting Apresent,@ Roll No. 89.    

Pages H 1612-50, D 359 
 
H.R. 503.  Unborn Victims of Violence Act (Cont====d.): 
 



 

 
Thursday, April 26, 2001, 1st Session 4 

A... The Supreme Court has held, I remind all the lawyers on the Committee on the Judiciary, the Supreme 
Court has held that fetuses are not persons within the meaning of the 14th amendment. I am not going to 
repeat that. If enacted, the bill would improperly inject debates about abortion into criminal prosecutions 
across the country. That is unfortunate and tragic...@ (Conyers, page H 1615) 

 
A...Twenty-four States have statutes similar to the one that is being considered today. If those statutes which 
protect the rights of unborn children were such an assault on the mother's constitutional right, every one of 
them would have been struck down by a Federal court, from the District Court to the Supreme Court 
level. They have not been, because it is not an assault on the constitutional right of a woman to choose...@ 
(Sensenbrenner, page H 1617) 

 
Pursuant to the rule, the amendment printed in House Report 107-50 that makes a technical change to the 
title of the new section in the Uniform Code of Military Justice was considered as adopted.  

Pages H1613, D 359    
Rejected the Lofgren amendment in the nature of a substitute, numbered 1 and printed in the Congressional 
Record of April 24, that sought to establish a federal crime for violent or assaultive conduct against a 
pregnant woman that interrupts or terminates her pregnancy by a recorded vote of 196 ayes to 229 noes, 
Roll No. 88.  

Pages H1640-9, D 359    
The Clerk was authorized to make technical corrections and conforming changes to the bill.  

Pages H1650, D 359    
Earlier, H. Res. 119, the rule that provided for consideration of the bill was agreed to by voice vote.  

Pages H 1610-12, D 359  
 
Committee Meetings: 
 

Committee on Education and the Workforce: Ordered reported, as amended, H.R. 10, Comprehensive 
Retirement Security and Pension Reform Act of 2001.  

 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet approved 
for full Committee action, as amended, H.R. 1542, Internet Freedom and Broadband Deployment Act of 
2001.  

Page D 360 
 

Committee on Government Reform: Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human 
Resources held a hearing on AThe Role of Community and Faith-Based Organizations in Providing 
Effective Social Services.@ 

 
Committee on Government Reform: Subcommittee on Technology and Procurement held a hearing on 
AFTS 2001: How and Why Transition Delays Have Decreased Competition and Increased Prices.@ 

 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Crime held a hearing on H.R. 1577, Federal Prison 
Industries Competition in Contracting Act of 2001.  

Page D 361 
 
 
 
 
 
Congressional Program Ahead.  Week Of April 30 Through May 5, 2001: 
 

Committee on the Judiciary, 5/2/01 @ 3:00 p.m.  Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual 
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Property, oversight hearing on the U.S. Copyright Office.  2141 Rayburn.    
 

Committee on the Judiciary, 5/3/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  Subcommittee on Crime, oversight hearing on the 
AAAAReauthorization of the United States Department of Justice Part 1- Criminal Law Enforcement 
Agencies.@@@@  2141 Rayburn.  

Page D 363 
 
Remarks: 
 

Human Cloning. (H.R. 1644) 
Weldon     Page H 1653 

 
Tribute To John Bratton Davis. 
A...I rise today to pay tribute to Judge John Bratton Davis. On Monday, April 2, it was my pleasure to 
participate in a very moving ceremony renaming the building housing the United States Bankruptcy Court 
in Columbia, South Carolina in honor of Judge Davis...@ 

Clyburn     Page E 637 
 

Tribute To The Honorable Judge Renaldo G. Garza. 
A...I rise today to pay tribute to the service of the Honorable Judge Reynaldo G. Garza, a patriot from 
South Texas who has served our community and our country for 40 years on the federal bench. This 
weekend, Judge Garza will be honored for his nearly half- century of service...@ 

Ortiz     Page E 643 
 

Designation Of The Lee H. Hamilton Federal Building And U.S. Courthouse In New Albany, 
Indiana. 
A...I am proud to rise today to introduce H.R. 1583, a bill to name the Federal Building and U.S. 
Courthouse in New Albany, Indiana, after my friend, mentor, colleague and the former Congressman of 
southern Indiana's 9th district, Lee Hamilton...@ 

Hill     Page E 651 
 

Honoring The Memory Of Richardson Preyer, Former Member Of The House. 
A...He was well-suited to be a judge; he served as a state court trial judge and in 1961 was appointed to a 
lifetime position on the federal District Court. A few years later, he left this comfort zone seeking other 
opportunities to serve...@ 

Clayton     Page E 661 
 

Tax Limitation Amendment: H. J. Res. 41. 
Gilman     Page E 661 

 
 
 
Next SENATE MEETING: Monday, 2:00 p.m., April 30, 2001. 
Next HOUSE MEETING:    Friday, 10:00 a.m., April 27, 2001. 
 
OLA: S. Schwarz (Smith), J. Homanich 


